[The effect of the period of egg quiescence on the life cycle of Aedes aegypti (Linnaeus, 1762) (Diptera, Culicidae) under laboratory conditions].
The influence of the period of egg quiescence on the life cycle of Aedes aegypti (Linnaeus, 1762) (Diptera, Culicidae) was studied under laboratory conditions in order to improve the management of vector control. The eggs are known to be the most resistant stages during development, allowing a long survival of the mosquitoes under unfavorable climatic conditions. The experiments were performed in a biological chamber kept at 28 +/- 1 degrees C temperature, with 80 +/- 5% relative humidity and 12 hours of photophase. Data about the influence of different periods of quiescence on eclosion, larval and pupal development and the developmental cycle are presented. We observed a highly significant effect of the period of quiescence on larval eclosion. The period of quiescence had no influence on the duration of larval or pupal incubation. Eggs originating from the same period of quiescence showed significantly different periods of incubation. The larvae emerged in groups defined by the period of incubation. This group effect was significant during the cycle. In 99.8% of the cycles the variation was determined by incubation.